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240 BOOK REVIEWS 

Economic and Social History of Chowan County, North Caro- 
lina, 1880-1915, Columbia University, Studies in History, 
Economics and Public Law. By W. Scott Boyce, Ph.D. 

New York: Columbia University Press, 1917. Pp. 298. 

Mr. Boyce's monograph is most interesting. He answers 
every question which might be asked by the economist, sociolo- 
gist or student of religion, about the people of a particular county 
in 1880 and again in 1915. He tells us about their methods of 
cultivating the soil, of planting different crops, of fishing, of stock- 
breeding; he describes the food they lived on, their houses, and 
their social and religious customs. But the most interesting fea- 
ture of the book is his description of the changes which modern 
inventions have made in the life of the people. He studies in a 
most intensive way the contrast between their manner of living, 
their dwellings, their customs, social and religious, etc., in 1880 
and in 1915. The monograph contains a specimen of the kind 
of history which modern sociologists have been demanding. 



The Middle Group of American Historians. By John Spencer 
Bassett, Ph.D., LL.D., author of "A Short History of the United 
States," "The Life of Andrew Jackson," etc. New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1917. Pp. xii+324. 

American historical writing has been distinguished succes- 
sively by three main characteristics. Prior to the Revolution 
the colonial spirit naturally predominated. In this period each 
historian was interested almost exclusively in the origin and 
growth of his own colony. The early record of Virginia, out- 
side the brief narratives of the early settlers, has been left us by 
Robert Beverly and William Stith. In New England the most 
prominent writers of the period were Bradford, Winthrop, 
Price, and Hutchinson. Besides these may be mentioned Colden 
of New York, Samuel Smith of New Jersey, and John Lawson of 
North Carolina. The impulse to write history was felt more 
strongly in New England than in the other colonies. Here, more 
frequently than elsewhere, writers rose to tell the story of the 
past that posterity might not forget the struggles and hardships 
of earlier years. 

The second or middle period of American historical endeavor 
was ruled chiefly by the patriotic impulse. It may be said to 



